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Be careful what searches you enter, which videos you watch and which photos you share, because they 

may end up as evidence in a criminal investigation. Yesterday, Google released their latest 

Transparency Report, sharing how much information they have supplied or suppressed based on 

governments', and copyright owners', legal demands. As parents, we may monitor younger children's 

online activity to protect them from dangerous people or sites. It seems our government, and 

everyone else's, wants to monitor those same people, for different reasons.  

Government "requests" for specific users' data have been keeping Google's legal team hopping. In the 

three years they have been publishing their Transparency Report, requests have increased over 81 

percent. 

Google reports on these requests bi-annually, covering the six months ending on June 30 and 

December 31 of each year. In this most recent report, covering the first six months of 2012, U.S. 

government agencies made almost 8 thousand requests to see private data on over 16 thousand users 

and accounts. That reflects a 34 percent increase in data re quests from the same six-month period the 

year before, January-June 2011, as well as a whopping 47 percent increase in the number of users and 

accounts being investigated.  

In the most recent full year, July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012, the U.S. government has  subpoenaed data 

on 28,524 Google user accounts. Perhaps, Generals David Petraeus' and John Allen's accounts were 

among them. 

Google complied with over 90 percent of these requests, which were typically demands for data in 

criminal investigations. According to their Frequently Asked Questions section, when Google receives a 

request, they review it as carefully as possible within the time constraints provided and "only  provide 

information within the scope and authority of the request."  

Globally, Google received approximately 21 thousand such requests in the past six months, a 33 

percent increase over the same period the year before, from 31 countries, including India, B razil, 

France, Germany and the United Kingdom, to name the top five after the United States.  

However, Google isn't the only internet company that has to comply with government subpoenas for 

data; they're just the only major internet company that provides a public report detailing the volume 

of requests for data, as well as a bi-annual report on requests by copyright owners and governments to 

remove information. You won't find reports like this from Yahoo, Ama zon, Facebook or even Ebay, 

although they are all subject to the same regulations.  

Interestingly, China isn't included in the list of countries, because Google stopped collecting data on 

Chinese citizens. If only they did the same for the rest of us.  

 

http://www.google.com/transparencyreport/
http://www.google.com/transparencyreport/userdatarequests/faq/

